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Last November, literacy programs, libraries, schools and families throughout Illinois 
celebrated Family Reading Night. Despite complications due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, all of the activities planned were adapted to follow safety protocols. 
Programs and families overcame these obstacles and had a successful Family 
Reading Night. 

This spring, I encourage you to use National Volunteer Week, April 18-24, as an 
opportunity to recognize the volunteer tutors in your program. These individuals have 
accepted the challenge to dedicate their time and talents to change the lives of adult 
learners. They have stayed committed to this challenge while facing a quickly changing landscape of 
remote learning and teaching. I would like to personally recognize their efforts and offer my sincere 
gratitude for all they do for their fellow neighbors. 

Summer is quickly approaching, and I would like to remind families to participate in a local summer 
reading program. Statistics have proven that children who participate in summer reading are much more 
prepared at the start of the next school year. 

Thank you for your efforts to promote literacy in Illinois. 
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Recognize volunteers during National Volunteer Week in April 

Mary Ann Wagner (right), early last year with one of her 
adult learners. 

Literacy programs throughout the state rely heavily on 
volunteer tutors. Last year, more than 4,200 Illinois 
residents made the commitment to help adult learners 
who lack basic skills in reading, math, writing or the 
English language. The perfect time to thank your 
volunteer tutors for all they do is during National 
Volunteer Week, April 18-24. 

The theme for the week is Celebrate Service - an 
opportunity to shine a light on the people and causes 
that inspire us to serve. The annual celebration, 
established in 1974, has grown each year with 
thousands of volunteer projects and special events 
scheduled throughout the week. 

Across Illinois, literacy programs are dependent upon 
the generosity of individuals who donate their time 
and talents to adult learners. One such volunteer is 
Mary Ann Wagner, who has been tutoring at the 
Dominican Literacy Center since 2005. Mary spends 
one day a week tutoring her students at the center. The 
adult learners range in age, reading level and even 
language spoken, yet all progress under her patient 
teaching. She has an intellectual curiosity that fuels 
her conversations with her students, and provides 
them with an array of vocabulary words for them to 
learn and practice. Mary Ann's dedication to her 
students has benefited more than three dozen 
students during her time volunteering at the center. 
According to the Independent Sector, volunteer service 
equates to $27.98 per hour in Illinois. In 2020, 
volunteer tutors provided a value of more than $4.5 
million of service hours to Secretary of State's Adult 
Volunteer Literacy Grant Programs. 

For information on the annual celebration, along with 
ideas for recognizing your volunteers, visit the Points 
of Light website at https://www.pointsofflight.org 
(click Events). For additional information on 
volunteering at an Illinois literacy program or to refer 
potential adult learners, please call the Illinois Adult 
Learning Hotline at 800-321-9511 or visit 
https:/ / Adu ltLearningHotline.org. 
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